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 STUDENT MOBILE PHONES IN SCHOOLS POLICY  
 
The Department of Education does not permit the use of mobile phones in public schools.  Students at 
Girrawheen Senior High School are allowed to be in possession of their mobile phones, however phones 
must be turned off and neither seen nor heard. 
 
Students are NOT permitted to use mobile phones from the first bell until the finishing bell at the 
conclusion of the school day, phones must be “off and away all day”. 

This includes: 
 
• Break times and during period changeover. 
• Listening accessories such as headphones and ear buds/pods.   
• Whilst in the toilet area. 
 
Smart watches must be ‘aeroplane mode’ or equivalent so phone messages cannot be sent or received 
during the school day. 
 

RATIONALE 
The policy supports staff and students to: 
 
• Reduce the potential for learning distraction. 
• Protect the privacy of staff and students. 
• Improve health and wellbeing. 
• Reduce the chance of students bringing external issues to school through technology. 
 
EXEMPTIONS 
The exemptions to this ban include where a student requires a mobile phone for the following: 
 
• To pay for items at school canteen.  Student to turn on phone, pay for item and promptly put away. 
• For a particular educational purpose under the direct instruction of a teacher. 
• With permission of a teacher for a specified purpose.  This does not include using ear 

pods/headphones to listen to music.  Teachers are required to actively supervise students if using 
phones for specified education purpose. 

• To monitor a health condition as part of a school approved documented health care plan (approved 
by the principal.) 
 

COMMUNICATION 
• While at Girrawheen Senior High School, students are the responsibility of the school.  All 

communication between parents and students during school hours, must occur via the 
school’s administration. 

• In emergencies, where students need to get in contact with parents/carers, students are to notify 
the appropriate school staff.  If parents/carers need to contact their children, they are asked to 
contact the school directly. 
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BREACH OF PHONE POLICY PROCESS 
 

The school takes no responsibility for loss, theft or damage to any device in any circumstance. 
 

If a student is using a phone any time after they arrive at school until the end of the school day, then 
they must hand it to the teacher when requested to, without question.  Multiple offences may require 
collection by a parent/carer or loss of Good Standing. 
 

First Offence Policy is breached: 
• Teacher enters mobile phone confiscation.  Request Chronicle 

tag.  
• Head of Student Services collects phone and appends request 

entry with mobile phone confiscated entry. 
• Student to collect phone from Deputy Principal at end of school 

day. 

Second Offence Policy is breached: 
• Teacher enters mobile phone confiscation request Chronicle tag. 
• Head of Student Services collects phone and appends request entry with mobile 

phone confiscated entry. 
• Deputy Principal to contact parent to arrange collection of phone.  Chronicle entry 

appended. 
• Loss of Good Standing (5 days). 

Third Offence Policy is breached: 
• Teacher enters mobile phone confiscation request Chronicle tag. 
• Head of Student Services collects phone and appends request entry with mobile 

phone confiscated entry. 
• Deputy Principal to contact parent to arrange collection of phone.  Chronicle tag 

appended. 
• Loss of Good standing (10 days). 
• Student is required to surrender mobile phone every morning for 10 days. 

Fourth Offence Policy is breached: 
• Teacher enters mobile phone confiscation request Chronicle tag. 
• Head of Student Services collects phone and appends request entry with mobile 

phone confiscated entry. 
• Deputy Principal to contact parent to arrange collection of phone.  Chronicle tag 

appended. 
• Intention to suspend letter provided. 
• Case meeting held.  IBMP plan developed in consultation with parent and student. 

 

Student refusal to 
hand over their 
mobile phone 
when requested by 
a teacher 

• Student Services/Deputy informed. 
• One-day suspension. 
• Re-entry meeting with parent required. 

Loss of Good Standing will make student ineligible for an extra-curricular event, until the period of loss has 
been served and the student has applied to have Good Standing restored. 

 

NOTE:  Parents and/or students who have not signed the User Agreement below will still be bound by the 
conditions outlined in this policy.  Students who do not agree with the Policy are not permitted to bring mobile 
phones or electronic devices to school. 
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MOBILE PHONES IN SCHOOLS USE AGREEMENT 
 

 
The Department of Education does not permit student use of mobile phones in public schools. 
 
I agree to follow the rules set out below for phone use: 
 

• My mobile phone will be “Off and Away All Day”. 
• I will have my phone turned off or on aeroplane mode from the first bell until the conclusion of the 

school day (final bell). 
• I will keep my phone in my bag during the school day. 
• I will not charge any electronic device at school. 
• I understand that the use of mobile phones on excursions and camps will be at the discretion of the 

teacher in charge.  The teacher in charge will instruct students as to when they can use their phones.  
Phones will predominantly be used for emergency communication and to be able to communicate 
with parents/carers and family members.  The Mobile Phone in Schools Use Agreement and 
associated consequences still apply in the event of student misuse. 

• I understand that lost phones are not the responsibility of the school.  This includes any phones held 
at reception. 

• I understand that if I require my mobile phone to monitor a health condition a health care plan needs 
to be negotiated with the Principal. 

 
I understand that: 

• If I am using a phone at school where I have not been specifically allowed to by the teacher in charge 
of the class, then I must hand it to the teacher when requested to, without question. The phone will 
be handed to Student Services to be collected by myself for a first offence or my parent at the end 
of the day. 

• Breaches will result in consequences as per matrix overleaf. Parents will be notified via phone call, 
letter or text. 

• If I argue or do not comply with handing over the phone when requested I will be subject to one-day 
suspension. 

• Lost or stolen phones are not the responsibility of the school. 

• All communication between parents and students during school hours must occur via the school’s 
administration. 

 
 
Name of student:  

Signature of student:  

Signature of Parent:  Date:  

Student’s Mobile No:  
 

 

 

 

  


